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Photon Kinetics Establishes Scholarship for Portland State University Physics Students  
 
Beaverton, Oregon, April 23, 2018 – Since its’ founding in 1979, during early days of Portland’s “Silicon 
Forest”, Photon Kinetics has become the premier supplier of test instruments and test automation 
products to the optical fiber and cable manufacturing industry. The company credits much of its success 
to innovative and creative employees, many of whom came to the company with a foundation in 
undergraduate Physics. In recognition of the contributions of these employees, Photon Kinetics has 
decided to partner with the Physics Department of Portland State University to establish an initial 2-year, 
$20,000 scholarship fund for two, senior Physics students. The scholarships will be awarded to students 
who have demonstrated over the course of their undergraduate studies the intellectual and creative 
qualities that have made companies like Photon Kinetics successful. 
 
“Our company was started here in Beaverton by a physicist with vision and a garage”, said Casey Shaar, 
Chief Technology Officer of Photon Kinetics. “He believed that fiber optic communications could be huge 
someday, but that acceptance of the technology and the prospects for growth would depend on simple 
and comprehensive testing of the fibers and cables in production to ensure their performance. It is clear 
that he was right. Almost 40 years later, with the assistance of our test and automation products, optical 
fibers are installed just about everywhere. It is our hope that this small gift to PSU will be of some 
assistance to the next generation of physicists to follow in the footsteps of our founders and help lay the 
groundwork for the next big thing.”  
 
Applications for the Photon Kinetics/PSU Physics Scholarship will be accepted in April/May and awards 
will be made in June for the 2018/2019 academic year. 
 
About Photon Kinetics 
 
Founded in 1979, Photon Kinetics is the leading supplier of measurement solutions for the optical fiber, 
cable and component manufacturing industry. The company offers a comprehensive portfolio of optical 
fiber testing solutions ranging from fiber preform analyzers to characterization systems for critical fiber 
geometry and transmission parameters. Additionally, Photon Kinetics provides a complete line of 
products that reduce the overall cost of fiber measurements by facilitating the time-consuming fiber 
preparation and handling activities. 
 
Photon Kinetics also supplies measurement technology to the manufacturers of network monitoring 
equipment, and it provides industry-standard fiber cleaving technology to the manufacturers of high 
performance fiber optic components. 
 
Contact:  
Dave Kritler, Marketing Manager 
503 526 4655 
dave.kritler@pkinetics.com 
 
 
About The College of Liberal Arts & Sciences at Portland State University 
 
Portland State University is the largest and most diverse university in Oregon. Our mission is to enhance 
the intellectual, social, cultural and economic qualities of urban life by providing access throughout the life 
span to a quality liberal education for undergraduates and an appropriate array of professional and 
graduate programs especially relevant to metropolitan areas. The College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
provides the intellectual foundation for students at Portland State. The college is home to 24 departments 
and schools in the Humanities, Sciences and Social Sciences. Each provides insights and perspectives 
that enable students to study, evaluate, and understand themselves and the society in which we live. 
 

mailto:dave.kritler@pkinetics.com


Contacts: 
John Freeouf, Ph.D., Department Chair & Professor, Department of Physics, Portland State University 
503 725 9876 
jfreeouf@pdx.edu 
 
Allison Rollison, Director of Development, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, Portland State University 
Foundation 
503 725 8118 
rollisona@psuf.org 
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